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had done, a service of no great merit, in the case of the
Duke of Goburg, and which I assured her would not BOW
escape my notice if occasion should arise. There was the
question of eyes and ears, of German versus English
oculists, she believing in the German as decidedly superior.
Some reference to my wife, with whom she had an inter-
view, and had ended it affectionately - and various no-
things. . . . Was I wrong in not tendering orally my best
wishes? I was afraid that anything said by me should
have the appearance of touting"
A letter was also tendered to the Queen in a box
and to this she replied :
** Though the Queen has already accepted Mr. Glad-
stone's resignation and has taken leave of biro she does not
like to leave his letter tendering his resignation unan-
swered. She therefore writes these few lines to say that
she thinks that after so many years of arduous labour and
responsibility, he is right in wishing to be relieved at his
age of these arduous duties. And she trusts he will be able
to enjoy peace and quiet with his excellent and devoted
wife in health and happiness and that his eyesight may
improve. The Queen would gladly have conferred a
peerage on Mr. Gladstone, but she knows he would not
accept it,"
Thus the Queen took leave of that one of her
Prime Ministers who had most respect for the
throne.
Gladstone mused long and sadly over his rela-
tions with his Sovereign, and writes in his diary
for January and, 1896 :
** While it is on my mind, I place on record here, await-
ing some more formal method, my strong desire that after
my decease my family shall be most careful to keep in the
background all information respecting the personal rela-
tions of the Queen and myself during these later years down
to 1894, when they died a kind of natural death."